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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK:

TIME TO STEP UP AND VOTE YOUR FUTURE:
Well it’s that time of year and everyone is sick of hearing

about the upcoming elections.  Your phone is ringing, people
knocking at the door and you find a hand full of political mail
either in your mail box or under a placemat in front of the door.
I along with a handful of members of this Branch are partly to
blame since we are members of the Carrier Corps.  Our goal
is part of a nationwide drive to educate both our members as
well as the general public on the choices YOU must make
when you enter the election booth on November 4th.  YOU
must take the time to decide who the candidates are who you
believe will serve your best interests.  This is a decision YOU
will make.  The NALC along with Branch 43 have endorsed
Barack Obama for President, Steve Driehaus for Congress in
the 1st District and Dr. Victoria Wulsin for Congress in the 2nd

District.  We believe these candidates will best serve the nation
as well as letter carrier issues and move this country forward.
However, YOU must make your selections.  If you like the
present state of the economy with high inflation, your
investments failing your taxes rising because we have to bail
out all of these failing companies while the oil market is making
record profits, then I would suggest you vote for Senator
McCain.  He has a voting record of 98% in favor of Bush’s
policies and if elected, you can enjoy another 4 years of high
inflation and corporate greed.  If you have concerns about
your job, your family, your health care and retirement, then the
choice is simple.  Senator Barack Obama, Steve Driehaus
and Victoria Wulsin are your choice.  Senator Obama along
with Driehaus and Wulsin have committed to support carriers
issues 100% while Mr. McCain has committed to nothing as
it relates to the future of our jobs and the Postal Service.  The
choice is yours!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
November 11, 2008 –Veterans Day, Branch 43 will be

hosting our annual breakfast to honor our Retirees as well as
ALL Veterans—active or retired letter carriers of Branch 43.
Last year we had a great turn out and this year we hope to do
even better.  We will also be honoring Robert Keller, who was
Secretary Emeritus for Branch 43 for many years.  Please see
the ad in this edition of the News and Views or call the office
for details.  Reservations must be received no later than
November 3rd so don’t delay.  It’s free to all so bring a guest
and come out for a few hours and renew some old friendships.

JOB WELL DONE:
Hurricane Ike blew threw the tri-state area and reeked

havoc with just about everyone.  Many city stations and
associate offices found themselves with no power and unlike
many companies and schools, the letter carriers found a way
to keep going.  I am always amused when someone mentions
how they always get their mail regardless of the weather.  My
response is letter carriers are hard working, dedicated
individuals who have always stepped up to the challenges
facing them, and in one way or the other found a way to
accomplished their mission.  Be it a power outage, snow
storm or 100+ degree weather letter carriers get it done!  Always
be proud of the uniform you wear and the service you provide
to your community.  No one else can do what we do!

MDA BENEFITS:
We are once again hosting a Texas Hold-em’ Poker

Tournament on October 25, 2008.  A full page ad explaining
all the details can be found in this edition of the News and
Views.   Regardless if you’re a pro or a novice, please take a
moment to complete the form and bring along a friend for an
evening of fun and a chance to win some cash and prizes.
Sincerely,
Jerry Giesting, President
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ENOUGH ! ! ! ! !
For me, the Republican convention was nothing more

than an arrogant showcase for their own special brand of
hypocrisy. John McCain calls himself a “maverick” having
voted with George Bush 90% of the time.

From the year 2000 until 2004. McCain’s voting record
in the Senate ranked him as the sixth most “liberal” Republi-
can in the Senate. From 2005 until the present, his voting
record ranks him as the third most “conservative”. Interesting.
He flip-flopped on many issues, choice and gay-marriages,
to name a few.

Because of his low approval ratings, George Bush was
relegated to a brief taped endorsement of McCain, the man
he and his family dishonored in the 2000 campaign. The
Bush attack machine portrayed McCain as being mentally
unhinged because of his POW experience. How about that!
We got Bush and we got Cheney. Bush was in the National
Guard and Cheney never served. But yet they trashed a true
war hero and patriot. In 2004 they did the same to John Kerry.
Speaking of the military. Check out McCains pathetic voting
record on veteran issues. Don’t tell me there were probably
pork issues attached to those pieces of legislation. NO EX-
CUSE. With a Republican president for 8 years and a Repub-
lican congress for 12 years and all their cheerleading “ sup-
port for our troops”, veterans should have fared much better.
THEY DID NOT. And don’t tell me Democrats can’t protect
this country. Woodrow Wilson got us through World War 1,
FDR through World War 2, and JFK through the Cuban Missle
Crisis.

All the Republicans can do is drag out their old worn out
battle cries .........lower taxes, less government and national
security. Government grew significantly under George Bush.
America saw the largest tax increase in history during the
Bush/Quayle years. And Dan Quayle had more people on his
personal staff than FDR had during World War 2.

Now we got Sarah Palin. A virtual unknown two weeks
ago and now she’s the Queen Mother. She boasts about her
husband being a proud member of the Steelworkers Union,
yet she and McCain are against the Employees Free Choice
Act. As I write this column, the strategy now is to keep her away
form reporters and not answer any questions. Wow! I guess
we don’t need to know what her positions are on the economy
and health care, after all, she’s a “hockey mom”, right? The
only foreign affair experience she has is eating at the Interna-
tional House of Pancakes. There are more people in Hamilton
County than the whole state of Alaska. And more people in
Blue Ash than the town she was mayor of. Now she has rock
star celebrity status while she outshines McCain on the cam-
paign trail. I guess the “liberal media” strikes again !!!

The Republican Party, at the national level, has a legacy
of lies, distortion and character assassination. Beginning with
Lee Atwater, Bush’s campaign manager in 1988 up to recent

Continued on page 6

Why are we so political?
As the presidential election looms closer and closer,

one may feel exhausted by the constant print and news media
surrounding the two major presidential contenders and their
running mates.  Whenever we turn on the radio or TV, open a
newspaper or magazine, we are bombarded with someone’s
viewpoint or position on topical issues and the candidates.  I
am often asked why we, the NALC, have to be so political. I’ve
also heard: “I’m intelligent enough to make a decision on my
own without anyone telling me how to vote.”

As a member of the NALC, everyone understands we
are first a labor organization.  Secondly, we are federal
employees.  Many of the benefits we receive from the Postal
Service have been legislated by Congress and the White
House.  Likewise, benefits can be taken away with opposing
legislation by our elected representatives or the President.
Given the fact our elected officials have that type of control
over our jobs and benefits is the main reason why the NALC is
active in the political scene.

The Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act
(PAEA) of 2006 was the first major legislative change to the
Postal Service since 1971. The PAEA allowed the Postal
Service, our employer, to be more competitive and flexible
when setting prices in the marketplace. The NALC played a
major role in getting this legislation passed.  If the Postal
Service is privatized, where will that leave us as letter carriers?
I’ve heard carriers say that we would be better off if the Postal
Service were privatized. One major stumbling block to that
theory is the fact that our current contract is negotiated with
the USPS.  If the USPS doesn’t exist, neither does our contract.
Who would be willing to work for a privately run Postal Service
with a substantially lower or minimum wage and little or no
benefits?

Do I sound extreme?  Am I being an alarmist?  Just
look at the recently failed government institutions and major
financial companies.  These crises are real and will ultimately
have an effect on all Americans. The middle class as we
know it is shrinking to a point of no return.  The United States
cannot thrive on service sector jobs. We are just beginning to
see the results of our major trade deficit with China. Can we
afford more of the same, or to quote Bill Young: “McSame?”
Based on these facts, and more importantly our responsibility
as a labor organization, NALC has endorsed Barack Obama
for President.  Is anyone being coerced or told how to vote?
Absolutely not. However, as leaders of the NALC, we would be
remiss in our duties if we did not actively endorse candidates
that support the USPS as well as our critical issues as a labor
organization.

Finally, we cannot focus all of our attention solely on the
Presidential campaign.  Both the 1st and 2nd Congressional
Districts in southwest Ohio are very close races.  NALC has

Continued on page 11
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IMPORTANT UNION MESSAGE

A lot of unfair, false rumors are being spread.
Here are the answers to some of the honest questions you may have about Barack Obama.

DOES HE WEAR A FLAG PIN ON HIS LAPEL?
Yes, but not always.  Like many presidential candidates, sometimes he wears a breast cancer
awareness pin, sometimes he wears his US Senate pin and other times he wears no pin at all.

IS HE A CHRISTIAN?
Yes,  He is a committed Christian.  In 1985, he began working as a community organizer with
 a Christian church-based group seeking in improve living coonditions in poor Chicago neighbor.

WAS HE SWORN IN ON THE BIBLE?
Yes,  Barabk Obama took the oath of office on his personal family bible.   It was Minnesota
Representative Keith Ellison who was sworn in on the Koran.

WAS HE BORN IN AMERICA?
Yes,  Barack Obama’s birth certificate indicates he was born in Honolulu, Hawaii on August
4, 1961, at 7:24 P.M.

DOES HE PLACE HIS HAND OVER HIS HEART WHEN HE SAYS THE PLEDGE?
Yes,  Barack Obama’s always places his hand over his heart during the pledge of allegiance.

LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT

BARACK OBAMA

Barack Obama Will Fight for Working Families
He’ll Build an Economy That Works for ALL

www.MeetObama08.com

Labor Leader of the Week:
Tony Heitic, President, Ohio State Association of Letter Carriers

Tony Heitic, in addition to serving as President of the Ohio State Association of
Letter Carriers for the last ten years, is President of NALC Local 48 in Akron.

He became a letter carrier in 1974. “I’ve always been involved with the union
from the time I started working when I was 18,” he says. He pursued leadership
positions within his union and worked his way up to become a statewide leader of
NALC. He works now primarily on legislative issues, and the Ohio NALC is heavily
invested in winning a victory for working families this November. NALC is releasing
fifteen to twenty letter carriers to work on the Labor 2008 program in Ohio.

The Letter Carriers are working on a special aspect of the program in this elec-
tion. They’ve made the Vote by Mail program a priority. “It’s an issue that will not only
help the Postal Service in general, but it will also help increase voter turnout in the
state. The object of it is to get more people to vote, so we’re very happy and very proud
to be a part of that program.”
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Robert Keller Retiree/Veteran Breakfast
Tuesday November11th, 2008

Coffee, Juice and Donuts at 9:30, Breakfast at 10:00

Branch 43 is having a Breakfast in honor of Gold Card Members, 2008 Retirees and Veterans.
This invitation is for ALL Branch 43 Members and their guests.

Name: Year Retired:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Number of persons attending:

Coffee:    Decaf: Tea: Are you a Gold Member?

Please complete the above reservation form and send it to:
Queen City Letter Carriers, 4100 Colerain Ave. Cincinnati, Ohio 45223

Due to the popularity of last year’s breakfast we expect to sell out.
Seating limited to 150 so make your reservations immediately!

COLCPE Contributions will be accepted at the door.

Dear Friends
I have often wondered how thought processes are

passed down from the “Towers” where thinking should be
on a higher plane. No doubt, there are excellent individuals
there, but I am wondering, how can the Post Office move
forward when it seems that the most important criteria is “I
know the rules better than anybody else, so you better do
what I say!”

Steven S. Little, a noted speaker, consultant, and writer
on business growth, makes these comments at his speeches
to corporate America.

1. Foster “grow” versus status quo. The need for mili-
tary compliance only breeds contempt.

2. Purpose before profit. Surely, if we take care of the
customer he will take care of us.

3. SOLVE THE PEOPLE PROBLEM. We are all in this
postal environment together!

4. Insource crucial judgment.  How many changes
have we made lately that have resulted in slowed productiv-
ity? How many SOP procedures differ  from branch to branch?

5. Care for the customers. We need to be removing

self-imposed barriers that keep the employees from servicing
the public. What is the cost of a letter that now that has to go
TO THE PO to get mailed.

These thoughts were taken from Steven’s speech which
were reprinted in Costco Connection Magazine.  Neverthe-
less, they are interesting.

TGIS (Thank God I’m Short!)
Rodney Ruffin, Letter Carrier, Norwood Branch

NOTICE:
         DELEGATE ELECTION FOR 2009-2010

The nomination of Delegates for the 2009
State Convention in Akron, Ohio and the 2010 Na-
tional Convention in Anaheim, California, will be held
at the October branch meeting.  If an election is
needed it will be held at the November Meeting.
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October Retiree Birthdays
Anthony Baum
Thomas Bell
Edward Bishop
Wm. Bowman
Robert Briggs
Tom Brown
Joseph Bryant
Paul Buenger
Clyde Cooper
John Dobranski Jr.
Edward Faehr
Solomon Flack

Robert Flesher
Marcella Fritz
James Gaynor
Roger Gregory
Edgar Groen, Jr.
Robert Hay
James Holle
Anthony Hoffman III
Robert Hoog
Robert Hulesman
Wm. Ivory
Louis Jacobs

Russell Joran
Richard Keller
John Koch
Joseph Lanzarotta
Ernest Larkin
James Laub
Joseph Menifee, Jr.
James Morgan
Michael Nagel
Timothy O’Brien
Melvin Paul
Robert Pulskamp

Edward Rhodes
Tony Ridder, Jr.
Glenn Rose
Sharon Rucker
John Schwallie
Wm. Siereveld
Wm. Stigler
Wilson Turner Jr.
Ernest Vanover
James Weber
Robert Wendell
Charles Wilder
Morris Woods

Gold Carriers

Sylvester Diebold
Ray Kennedy Sr.
Eugene Koller
Roosevelt Silmond
Robert Steuer
John Walker
Russell Mikesell

Missed in Sept.
Ed Wesseling

years with Newt Gingrich and and former Majority Whip Tom
DeLay from Texas who was finally ousted from office for cor-
ruption and abuse of power.

John McHugh Republican from New York was one out
of only FOUR House Republicans who had the GUTS to vote
for the Employees Free Choice Act. We made him an honor-
ary member of the NALC.

They are the REAL mavericks, NOT John McCain !!!
Let me make it clear. I don’t care about Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan
or China. I care about the USA. Its families and its workers.
Our country has been devastated by the economic policies
of the current administration. We have been lucky. But as
President Young keeps saying, “ we cannot escape the na-
tional trends forever”. Those of you who plan on voting for
more of the same, that’s your business. But don’t expect the
rest of us to sit quietly and witness the slow undoing of what
this union has accomplished. No politician got me my con-
tract. THE NALC DID! So when my union suggests the right
people for us, I will listen. I will not accept the WalMart nation.
We will be out there. You can believe that! We’ll be out there
fighting for what’s right. Economic justice for all, not just the
few.

Let me make something else clear. Some of you have
made phone calls to our office complaining about not liking
what you have read in News and Views. Don’t call the office,
CALL ME ! The President didn’t write the editor’s column, I
DID !Stop mumbling in the shadows. The Editor’s column
isn’t divisive, it’s spirited. It amplifies our union’s message.
It’s sad when a few members attack those who are trying to
save their jobs. Remember one thing. When a country fell to
communism, the first freedom that was lost, was freedom of
the press. Vote Obama/Biden for a better America !

Fraternally,
Jim Meale, Editor

Continued from Page 2
Dear Fellow Carriers,

I’m not buying the Crapola, either! It typically gets
thrown from both sides. Crapola. It’s the nature of politics.
People align themselves with candidates for different rea-
sons at different times in their life. I used to be a Democrat
and I voted for Clinton, twice. However, over the years the
Democratic Party has become more and more liberal and
focused on what the Government can do for you, not what
you can do for yourself. The dismantling of our military and
weakening of foreign policy was enough for me to look to the
right.

I completely understand that the job of this union is
to support the election of candidates they think will be labor
friendly. That’s it. It’s your job to decide who will better our
economy, who will secure our nation and what the foreign
policy will be. All of these issues and more will affect your
family and your nation ‘s survival in a time where there are
threats to our way of life that most couldn’t even compre-
hend.

Senator Obama will tote the Democratic line, giving
the liberal Democratic Congress an all access pass to tax
and spend your money on Government Programs that are
proven failures. I’m afraid that Senator Obama will lead us
slowly into a socialist government with a weakened military
that will eventually be our demise. I’ve heard some describe
it as a pattern of change that will make our nation similar to
France. National Healthcare, anyone? I love my job and I’m
thankful I have a union that protects it. But, if I must, I will
choose my country first every time. What good will your job be
if our nation no longer exists? Sacrifice. Our jobs are chang-
ing whether we like it or not. I believe we are strong enough to
make a decision that’s best for our country and still prove that
a viable Postal Service best serves this nation. When I worry
about the future of this country, I look to the one candidate
who has already sacrificed himself for it, John McCain. End
of story.
Fraternally,
David Benter, City Carrier, Milford, Ohio
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Dave and Jerry with 2nd Congressional
Candidate and friend of Branch 43, Dr. Victoria Wulsin

Carriers and their families enjoy the food

Branch 43 carriers and their families got a day of food, rides and the
world famous Coney Island pool

Sign the Petition!

No matter how you cut it, it’s just not right.
America’s workers are putting in more hours than
ever and still struggling to make ends meet. But,
the CEOs of large U.S. companies averaged $10.8
million in total compensation, more than 364 times
the pay of the average worker, according to the
latest survey by the group United for a Fair Economy.

So, how do we level the playing field? How can we get
our economy back on track? Rebuilding the middle class is
the place to start.

The Employee Free Choice Act can help
reclaim the American Dream by restoring workers’
freedom to form unions and bargain for a better
life.

Our goal is to gather signatures and photos
in support of this bill—1 million voices calling for
passage of the Employee Free Choice Act. That’s

a lot of people. We won’t make it without your help and the
help of your friends and family.

Please support this bill and help us reach our goal of 1
million signatures—sign the petition today: by going to
www.branch43.com and clicking on the link.

Daylight savings time ends November 2nd

Remember
Spring Forward

Fall Back

Did you know that we send the News & Views to our
members in the military?  If you know of a member of Branch
43 on active duty and have his/her address, please get it to us
at 542-6400 so that they can keep in tune to the happenings
of their union.












