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Branch 43 Receives National Award

President Young presented awards to branches, states and regions with the highest percentage of members who have
joined the e-Activist Network..
#1 Branches 1501-2500 Members Branch 43 - Cincinnati, Ohio
OK, What is an e-Activist? An e-Activist is merely a member signing up
to the e-Activist network with their e-mail address. The member will receive about 5-
6 e-mails per year informing them of important political issues that directly affect

THEM, that's all.

We have the highest percentage in the Nation for our Branch size, but

we're not near 100%. Please go to www.branch43.com and click on the e-Activist
link and sign up. It only takes about 2 minutes of your time.

The award was nice recognition for Branch 43 especially when it is
presented before 8000+ delegates in attendance. However, the work does not stop
B there. Lets sign up every member in Branch 43.

If you do sign up, please call the office so that we can record that you've
signed up, or call us at 542-6400 and we'll do it for you.

Thank you Branch 43.

FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK:

DISTRICT QUARTERLY MEETING:

| recently attended a District Quarterly meeting addressing
various issues of concern from the District Manager. Although
the topics ranged from the decline in mail volume and revenue
to the deployment of FSS machines and residual vacancies
in withholding, the one topic of grave concern was safety.
The general consensus of those in attendance agree safety
starts with management on the workroom floor and
unfortunately safety always takes a back seat when time is of
the essence. Regardless how management at your station
approaches safety, safety must start with YOU. Astartling figure
presented to us involved accidents where vehicles are hitting
stationary objects. So far this fiscal year, 195 stationary objects

have been struck. This includes such objects as mailboxes,
dumpsters, parked vehicles, decorative rocks, buildings, etc.
Recently, | saw in a safety report for this district where one
carrier reportedly backed into a house while another carrier
backed up and hit a pedestrian. When, how and why it
happened NOW becomes a major concern for the employees
involved. Unfortunately these two employees will probably
lose their jobs over these accidents. |s ignoring safety rules
and working in an unsafe manner worth losing your job over?
PLEASE, work smart and work safely!

Al and Ernie Bid Farewell:
| announced to the membership in attendance at the
August Branch meeting that Al Reed, our Health Benefits
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September News & Views

From the VEEP
It's that time of year

As the summer winds down, we come to expect the be-
ginning of another school year, shorter days, the Coney Island
Labor Day picnic, and the Jerry Lewis MDA Telethon. Of
these annual events, the Jerry Lewis MDA Telethon is truly
inspirational to me. $11,107 was presented by Branch 43 Of-
ficers and MDA Coordinator Tom Demaree during this year's
local MDA telethon. That figure represents monies raised
during all MDA events and raffles in 2007. Branch 43 was
also recognized during the 66th Biennial Convention in Bos-
ton, as runner up in Category Il (1,500-1,999 members).
Nationally, with all local branches combined, NALC raised
almost 1.6 million dollars for MDA which was in increase of
$341,000 over the 2006 amount.

Branch 43 delegates were once again fortunate to meet
the MDA poster child, Luke Christie. We first met Luke at the
2006 convention. In the 10 years since | have been involved
in fund-raising for MDA, | have never witnessed a more up-
beat young man speak with such courage about his personal
goals and ambitions in front of a group of 7500 letter carriers.
The courage shown by Luke Christie was an inspiration to us
all.

Also while at the Boston convention, Tom Demaree and
| attended the MDA workshop and received numerous fund-
raising ideas from other successful branches across the coun-
try. We are currently working on the details of an all new raffle
and hope to have details soon. While continuing with our
established events, we have just announced another Texas
Hold'em Tournament for October 25th. Details are on page
8 of this News and Views and will be our 3rd major event of
2008. We will soon be setting a date for our 9th Annual B.A.D.
Bowling tournament in early 2009.

The Jerry Lewis MDA Telethon continues a special rela-
tionship between the Muscular Dystrophy Association and
NALC. MDA is NALC's official charity and we became their
first official sponsor in 1952. In the past 15 years alone, letter
carriers have collected more than $20 million to help finance
research and provide care and services for children and adults
with muscular dystrophies.

This is an accomplishment we can all be proud of. Al-
though it may seem easy to churn out statistics, we must re-
main focused on our role and continue NALC's history of fight-
ing the many diseases associated with MD. We are always in
need of ideas and coordinators to plan future events. If you
have an interest or hobby that you would like to raise monies
for MDA please contact me by phone or e-mail at
dkennedy@branch43.com. On behalf of the MDA, our Na-
tional MDA Coordinator Jim Williams, | want to thank the mem-
bership for supporting MDA during this past year and | look
forward to meeting new faces at future events.

In Solidarity,
Dave Kennedy, Vice President

IT'S OFFICIAL............. OBAMAISIT ! 1!

Let it be written. Let it be done. Barack Obama has been
officially endorsed for President by the National Association
of Letter Carriers. Hillary Rodham Clinton made the motion
on Day 1 at the national convention in Boston. It was unani-
mous. Hillary Clinton{D-NY} along with John McHugh{R-NY}
were made honorary members of the NALC at the conven-
tion. You may remember that Clinton was the choice of the
membership earlier this year. She was warmly accepted to
say the least. We heard the next day that upon leaving the
convention and getting into her car, Clinton broke down be-
cause of the overwhelming affection letter carriers have for
her. And she wore her NALC credentials all day long. When
asked why she was still wearing them, she proudly responded,
“ 1 am an honorary member of the NALC".

John McHugh , another long-time friend of letter carri-
ers, did not hold back in the unabashed regard he holds for
this nations’ letter carriers. He gave one of the best speeches
| have ever heard at any convention. He was the point man in
achieving postal reform. He worked tirelessly on our behalf
and on behalf of the American people. McHugh is one of the
most decent men in the Congress and a true gentleman.
McHugh was one of four house Republicans who voted for
the Employee’s Free Choice Act.

Obama was unable to attend the convention because
he was in Iraq at the time. But he did send a letter to the
delegation that was read at the convention, thanking us for
our support, and pledging his support to us. Now we can get
to work.

The NALC has vowed to do everything in its’ power to
elect Obama. And once we get a friend in the White House
and bigger majorities in the Congress we will work towards
getting a law passed that will ban the outsourcing of our
jobs.....FOREVER. Once we have a friend in the White House
who won't choke on the word “union”, it will be a much easier
task.

It was a magnificent convention. President Young did an
incredible job. Vince Sombrotto was presented with a bust
that will sit in the lobby of our national office in the building that
was renamed in honor of him.

Sombrotto’s family was present for the ceremony. He
modestly accepted the tribute claiming all he ever did was
the job he was elected to do. It was an emotional time at the
convention as Sombrotto spoke about the sacrifices his fam-
ily made and all the family events and functions he missed
while he served this union. Sombrotto gave every member in
this union a better life. We will never see his likes again.

| wish every member could have attended this last con-
vention. You could feel the brotherhood, the sisterhood and
the strength of the NALC in that hall. It made me proud to be a
member of the greatest union on earth....... The National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers.

Fraternally,  Jim Meale, Editor
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Steward's Corner

Minor Route Adjustments

There will be NO minor route adjustments with-
out the input from the Branch Office and the union stew-
ard, period. Some of the associated offices are less than
co-operative with the minor route adjustment process.

For the offices that refuse to co-operate with the
NALC, then the ELM will be followed. This Office wishes
to implement the process of minor route adjustments
with the least negative impact on our letter carriers and
the Postal Service if there is the spirit of co-operation.

| used the word co-operation 3 times in two para-
graphs for a reason. The NALC wants the process to
work, but not at the expense of the carriers. We will only
participate with the co-operation of the managers and
Postmasters of our offices.

Prove It

If you say it, you must prove it. You remember “If the
glove does not fit, you must aquit*? Well that holds true here
too.

s ST s o~

= o> =S 00N

ltisn't enough to say that Carrier Awas forced to work
OT before the list was maxed out, you have to prove it. Re-
member you have to put together your case like a third party
with no knowledge of the facts is going to read it. The paper-
work must be as such as that all the facts are laid out in front
of you.

Review the documents prior to sending them to your
Formal A and ask yourself if you're reading what your saying.

If management refuses to supply you with the docu-
ments, send the written request to your Foramal A and he'll
get the documents.

Remember, don't just say it, prove it!

To the Moon and Back
..... not once, but TWO times!

It takes close to 250,000 miles to get to the moon, and if
you are an inductee to the National Safety Council's Safe
Driver Million Mile Club then you've made the trip four times
without a preventable accident. For this reason, Michael B.
Herbert, Robert D. Shepherd, Theodore W. Ridder and James
H. Kendall were honored recently with “Million Mile” Safety
Awards at the Westwood Branch Post Office.

Cincinnati Postmaster Joseph W. Meimann presented
National Safety Council Plaques and jackets to the employ-
ees, and District Director Michael A. Cantwell from Congress-
man Steve Chabot's office presented a Certificate of Special
Congressional Recognition to each employee.

It's no secret what you have to do to be safe, according to
these seasoned, professional drivers. Take your time, think
twice, and watch out for what others are doing, are the tips
they offer to their coworkers who drive postal vehicles. The
USPS appreciates the contribution these employees have
made to being committed to their safety and others!

Pictured L to R: Jerry Giesting, President NALC; Joseph
W. Meimann, Cincinnati Postmaster; Michael B. Herbert, Let-
ter Carrier; Robert D. Shepherd, Letter Carrier; James H.
Kendall, Letter Carrier; District Director Michael A. Cantwell
and Dave Kennedy, Vice-President, NALC. Not pictured:
Theodore W. Ridder
Congratulations Michael, Robert, Theodore and James!

Tom Bird, Carrier,
Western Hills Carrier Branch 45238

Customer wrote,“I've lived here for over 30 years and
have never had a more professional, friendly and considerate
carrier. Tom is so good at his job, | am requesting that he
NEVER be removed from this route.”

It is curious that physical courage should be so com-
mon in the world and moral courage so rare.
Mark Twain










































