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FROM THE PRESIDENTS DESK:

FOOD DRIVE
I’d like to start off my thanking

everyone who worked so diligently
to make the 16th annual food drive
a success once again.  Through
your hard work and dedication we
collected nearly 200,000 pounds
of food for 2008.  Although our
count for the city of Cincinnati was
up 20,000 pounds over last year,
overall the poundage for the entire
area that encompasses Branch
43 was down from last year.  The
members of the food drive
committee were trying to be very
optimistic we would be able to
meet or beat last years total, but
with the everyday cost of food and
gasoline on the rise, it was obvious
those people who gave food last
year may find themselves the
recipients of the food this year.
Once again, great job letter
carriers!!  Because of your hard
work, many less fortunate people
will be able to obtain some food
for themselves and their families
through the free store.  We are
very fortunate to have good paying
jobs whereby we can support our
families but unfortunately many

people need help and this is one
simple way we can all help. I’d
also like to thank all the different
agencies involved including the
Postal Service for their committed
efforts throughout the drive.
Without everyone’s involvement,
we could never accomplish such
a great feat.

DELEGATION TO WASHINGTON:
By the time you read this, you

should have already received the
mailing we sent out to all the
members of Branch 43.  I am
asking you to review the
information and please sign up for
COLCPE and/or Carrier Corps.
We have meetings scheduled
with area Congressional leaders
Steve Chabot and Jean Schmidt
to discuss the critical issues
facing letter carriers as well as the
Postal Service.  With the elections
this fall, the timing is right for us
to get the people elected who will
not only address our issues but
take the needed action to get the
legislation passed.  If you can’t
sign up for COLCPE you can still
contribute by sending a check to
the Branch office.

SOLDIERS SERVING OVERSEAS:
A motion was passed at the

May Branch meeting to send “care
packages” to the brothers and
sisters of Branch 43 who are
currently serving on active duty in
Iraq and Afghanistan.  We are
currently working on a list of
names and addresses, but we
need your help so we don’t miss
anyone.  If you know of someone
currently serving, please contact
your steward or the Branch office
with the person’s name and
address so we can include them
to our list.  Once we have the
information, we will let everyone
know what we need in supplies to
fill the boxes and anyone wishing
to contribute an item or send a
donation to help cover the cost of
shipping may do so by sending
them to the Branch office.  This is
just a small token to say “thanks”
to these men and women who are
sacrificing so much so we can
continue to enjoy our freedom.

Sincerely,
Jerry Giesting,
President Branch 43
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Discipline
For the life of me, I can’t understand why a car-

rier wouldn’t see his/her steward if they get disciplined.
If we don’t file a grievance within 14 days of the date that
you receive the discipline, it’s in your file for TWO YEARS
and WILL BE cited in future discipline.  By signing the
discipline you are not admitting guilt of any kind.  By not
signing the discipline you run the risk of management
playing games with the actual date of the issuance and
subsequent grievance.  When management adminis-
ters discipline, sign it and see a steward immediately,
better yet, when management starts to issue it, ask for
the steward to be present.

         Say Hey!
Stewards, INTRODUCE  yourself to new employees.

If you see a new employee at your station, introduce yourself
as the Union Steward.  If your station has more than one stew-
ard, both go over and say hi.  This could be either a new PTF,
a new TE or even someone who bids into your office from
another station, go over and welcome them to your little cor-
ner of the Postal World.

Non Members
Did you know that you’ll get a check from Branch 43

for $45.13 every time you sign up a new member?  This in-
cludes TEs.  If you have a TE at your office, ask them if they’re
a member.  They may WANT to join, but no one asked them.

Ideas or Suggestions?
If you have any ideas or suggestions for what you

want in this column, please call  If you want a contract issue
clarified or or anything you want us to write about, tell us.  We
WANT your input.   We are much better WITH your input.

‘Gimme 10’

A few months ago, I wrote separate articles explaining
COLCPE and Carrier Corps. Last month, each member
received a special mailing explaining the importance of these
two programs. The Branch 43 Legislative delegation recently
returned from Washington.  What does each of these have in
common?   They all revolve around the importance of
COLCPE contributions and Carrier Corps.  To help
accomplish our legislative agenda President Young is asking
the membership to ‘Gimme 10 for Carrier Corps.’

The basic principle behind the Carrier Corps program is
to build on the momentum gained in Congress after the 2006
election. We need to elect more friends of letter carriers.  Why?
Because our jobs depend on it!  We are NOT talking about
partisan issues, ONLY letter carrier issues. As Federal
employees, many of the benefits we now enjoy can easily be
taken away with the stroke of a pen and a critical vote.  That’s
why we need friends, from both sides of the aisle in Congress,
who will support letter carrier issues when it comes time for a
vote.

Just as President Young asked us to Gimme 5 for
COLCPE, he is going one step further by asking both active
and retired members to Gimme 10 for Carrier Corps.  Gimme
10 is easy, and the possibilities are tremendous.  Members
simply need to pledge 10 volunteer hours for a political
campaign in the November election.  Your pledge may consist
of walking precincts, handing out flyers, making phone calls
or distributing yard signs.

You may be thinking, I don’t like politics, I don’t want to
get involved, or I don’t have the time.  Have you looked closely
at your paycheck lately? Have you thought about the job market
recently? Do you want to maintain the current rate of pay you
enjoy including health benefits, life insurance, paid leave,
TSP and an OPM retirement?  These are ALL Federal
programs set in place by elected politicians in Washington.
Some of whom would like to see a VERY different Postal
Service than the one we work in six days a week. We need to
face the reality that the world economy is changing, the US
job market is changing, and the USPS is changing.  So, think
again.  Your involvement is critical.

Finally, ask yourself the following questions:  Do you want
to be pro-active, and take a stand by committing to Carrier
Corps?  Will you choose to support the cause by making a
contribution to COLCPE?  Or will you turn your back on these
urgent matters that require everyone’s committed
participation?  Either way, you get the benefits.  The question
is: will these benefits stay in place without everyone’s
involvement?

Fraternally,
Dave Kennedy
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Purple Heart Celebration on Fountain Square

The Cincinnati Post Office will again partner with the
Military Order of the Purple Heart this year at their event cel-
ebrating National Purple Heart Day.  The event will be held at
noon at Fountain Square on Monday August 4th.

Head Trustee Gary Griffis gets “Just Due”

Congressman Steve Chabot recently presented Gary
Griffis, letter carrier at the Westwood Branch, with medals
Gary earned during his military service. Gary served in the
U.S. Marine Corps during the Vietnam War from June 1967
until his discharge as a Corporal in June 1969. At the time of
combat he received ribbons but never received medals.

Gary didn’t hold out a lot of hope of ever receiving his
medals, but his wife, Patti, persevered. When she contacted
Congressman Chabot’s office for help, the legislator was able
to obtain the medals and ribbons from the National Personnel
Records Center. Then, Congressman Chabot delayed flying
back to Washington in order to personally present Gary’s
awards in a brief, moving ceremony at Westwood.

Congressman Chabot presented Gary with the Purple
Heart with gold star attachment (indicating he received a
second Purple Heart Award), the National Defense Service
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with two bronze stars, the
Meritorious Unit Commendation Ribbon, and the Combat
Action Ribbon.

Gary is humble about it all. “I wasn’t looking for any
recognition,” he stated. N.A.L.C. President Jerry Giesting was
on hand for the ceremony and remarked, “It’s great to see
Gary receive this recognition that is long overdue. We are truly
proud of him. His commitment to service is typical of all our
other members who served…and are serving yet today in Iraq.”
(Jerry’s son Brad is with the 101st Airborne and recently
returned from Iraq.)

Photo by Dave Kennedy
Reprinted from District Digest

PATHETIC

If you haven’t heard it yet, you’re going to hear it now. Our
national and regional offices are wondering why a branch of
this size only has about 4% of its members contributing to
COLCPE. Within the last couple years horror stories have
been running rampant about plant closings, jobs going
overseas, and workers losing their benefits. Letter carriers
are pretty smart people. You would think that we would be all
too mindful of the grim and bleak conditions that surround us.
You would think that we would be smart enough to know when
its time to circle the wagons and protect our own. Yeah.... you
would think that.

Unfortunately, not enough of our members have heeded
these grim and bleak warning signs. Some of us seem to
think that we are on a never ending gravy train. That the hunky-
dory life goes on forever and that there is no need to work at
making it continue, not only for us now, but for the next
generation.

Our leaders aren’t asking for much. At the minimum they
are asking for $2 a period. We spend $2 everyday without a
thought in the pop and candy machines. Isn’t it worth $2 a pay
period to you to help protect your job and your family from
economic ruin? Recently, airline pilots took a 50% pay cut.
Could you carry on with a 50% pay cut? Never mind the
overtime, I’m talking about your salary being cut in half.

As long as I’ve been a member I have heard about the
need for us to be politically active and aware. To recognize
that out jobs and our lives can change with a movement of a
pen. I don’t know if some of our members don’t believe that or
they just don’t care. The bottom line is that we cannot sit back
and ignore the realities of today. We have been blessed with
good jobs, good wages and good benefits. If you think that
you could go out tomorrow and replace the job you have now
with one just as lucrative, then may the force be with you.

Like I said, letter carriers are pretty smart people. We are
only being asked to do a little to achieve a lot. To those who
are already contributing, God bless you. To those who aren’t,
wake up! We need you in the lineup!

Fraternally,
Jim Meale, Editor

Try not to become a man of success but rather to be-
come a man of value.
                                  Albert Einstein (1879 -1955)
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June YOPC Attendees

John “Corkey” Corcoran
Dick “Stick” Keller
Judy Kirchgessner
Mike Nagel
Ray Phillips
Paul Wilbers
Jim Zitt

Please join the above next month
for sharing old times and a little
food.  Your Union appreciates it.

We’ve all had routes like this!

Please Visit
NALC Branch 43's

Website at
www.branch43.com

e-Mail us
jgiesting@branch43.com
dkennedy@branch43.com
branch43@branch43.com

Level II CCW Class

If you have a CCW and
would like to take a Level II CCW
class dealing with Defensive
Shooting call the Union Office
between 8:00 and 1:00 at 542-
6400 and speak with Fred.

The class will be given by
the members of the Butler County
Sheriff’s Office SWAT team.

We can pick the Sunday
of our choice for the class, pro-
vided they are available.

You will need your gun, a
holster, at least 2 mags and 250-
300 rounds of ammunition.  The
class runs from 8:00AM to about
6:00PM with about 6 hours of
range time and 1 hour lunch
break.  The class will be held at
the Butler County Sheriff/
Westchester Police firing rance in
Butler County.  The cost of the
class is $125.00.

The first time you renew
your CCW you do not need a re-
fresher course.  The next time you
renew you WILL need one.  This
qualifies as the renewal course.

I took the class once and
because it was so helpful (and
fun), I’m taking it a second time.

Euchre Players Wanted

The YOPC, (see below
left) needs retired carriers for a few
friendly games of Euchre.  If you’re
interested watch for the dates of
the YOPC on page 12 of the News
& Views and please come out.  If
you’re not too good at Euchre, nei-
ther is Mike Nagel.

Parkdale Old Farts Breakfast

The Parkdale reitrees will
be meeting on Wednesday
June11th at 8:30 AM for our semi-
monthly breakfast.  If you’re not
retired and want to come out and
eat, come on out!

Do YOU have any News?

If you meet with retired
carriers and would like for it to be
posted in the News & Views, do
it.  It doesn’t cost anything and af-
ter all it is YOUR paper.

If you have any news
about your office, that is welcome
too.  I don’t know about you, but
I’m getting tired of the same old
stuff from the same old people.
After all it is NEWS and Views in-
stead of no news and only a
couple views.

Cincinnati Tentative Bid
Sheet Schedule

June . . . . . . . . . . .  1-15
July . . . . . . . . . . . . 15-30
September  . . . . . . 1-15

Special Thanks to
Food Drive Volunteers

Jerry Giesting  -  Dave Kennedy
Connie Griffieth  -  Kristen Griffieth
Harold Hall  - Dewey Kelly
Kevin Hensley  -  Mike Mize
Gary Griffis - Mark Dill
Diana Enright - Doug Sizemore
Tammy and Yolanda from the
United Way.


















